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San Jose, Costa Rica — Two former
contra leaders have accused the CIA of
ordering a gruesome cover-up scheme
that some Costa Ricans say apparently
concealed several American deaths in
the contra war.

The incident involves the crash three
years ago of a U.S. government-owned
cargo plane during a covert mission to
supply a contra army operating in
northern Costa Rica. All seven men
aboard were apparently killed.

In interviews with Newsday, the for-
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mer commander of that army, Eden

his top lieutenant, Carol

0, said that Central Intelligence

Agency officials directed them to muti-
late the corpees of the crash victims.

The CIA’s orders, they said, included
removing the jawbones and teeth of the
dead men. "It wasinhumane,” said Pas-
tora, who would not discuss the matter
in detail.

He and Prado, however, did identify
two CIA officials then stationed here —
including the CIA station chief — who
they said gave their group the order to
mutilate the bodies.

Costa Rican authorities say that Pas-
tora’s guerrillas were the first to reach
the wreckage of the DC-3, which
crashed March 24, 1984, in the jungle a
few miles from the Nicaraguan border.
According to Costa Rican officials, the

¥tontinued from Page §
bodies were taken out of the plane and
burned, some of them twice. -
Most other physical evidence had
been removed or destroyed by the time
Costa Rican investigators arrived, and
some bodies were removed from the
crash scens by an unidentified helicop-
ter, witnesses told Costa Rican police
investigators. . .
The statements by Pastora and.
Prado — combined with new informa-
tion from Angel Edmundo Solano,
Costa Rica’s security minister at the
time of the crash — represent the
strongest indication to date that
American deaths in the Nicaraguan
war have been covered up by the U.S.

way we do ourjob.” ' -4
A Newsday" investigation of the

crash found that:
@ Villagers who went to the crash
scene told Costa Rican t in.
i rs they saw

© One of the few pieces of physical
evidence apparently overlooked by the
guerrillas, investigators said, were
fragments of a child’s letter and poem
— written in English. The letter, they
:ik-d: included part of a name, "Hen-

it became knowledge, told the
cmmmmmnth.ﬁmththh
contra sources said at least one Ameri-
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® An American freelance journalist

in Costa Rica, Martha

that Felipe V. e, sald
who contra troops, told i
'mnﬂdamthnthaﬁumhddih:: -
the crash. Congressional investigators *
have identified Vidal, who could not

bonachodforeommont.uacuop-‘
erative. : » S

Solano left the security minh.tm1
post a few months after the crash, '
served more than two as Costa
Ricn'g amm ico and now
practices law Jose, Costa Rica.
He said he is still troubled by what he
considers the inadequate investigs-_

u?h:fm incident.
,  burning of the and
| struction of other ovidmn g:
it imposstbie rodoaey e scene made
possi] i
he said. ¢ . who M
Nevertheless, there we :
irmed reports in Costa mﬁ"ﬁ“&
time that Americans may have died.
La Prensa Libre, the whose
reporters were the first journalists to

|
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find the crash aite, reported that seven

crew members died, four of them

quoting local residents, put the Ameﬂ-.
t

can daadn at three to ﬁg:
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Prado, Pastora’ former aide, said ~ ~ , - It
the plane’s pilot was 8 friend of bis, Lt S
Renato Torrealba, 8 Nicaraguan mar- e g™
ried to an American. “He was the L Ty
CIA's chief pilet at the time,” Prld.o e - L ¥ . : ?’ Sl
aaid.ﬂeuidthephno“hnda sti- FELSANE S 3 7" 3
cated air navigation system, but it PN Rk . - ‘ A:
crashed against & mountain. We be- i . 4. ;’;_"
lieve it was & human i ;o - . - (.
PradoandMusaidCIAofﬁclsh RE SR . '
used pseudonymlindgding with the g e - :
eontras.OnoCIAoﬁcmlwhodxrected L odes s Ky ;
the cover-up, Prado said, was & South . %
Americanwhoundthename ivan Go- >
mes. said official in-

send them the jaws and the teeth,” :
Prado said. “They wanted Eden's peo-
ple to burn the bodies and take away
the jaws and testh. The bodies were
burned :nd later taken out of the

country- : }
The former contra leaders declined
\ to give any more details on what had
! happened and said they did pot know _
ofanydeadAmeriunLThe_ydxdnot ey, - N d g _ e : B
elaborate on who they thought the T. — o z ., &S
dead might be. Both men are }iving in " ‘

Costa Rica, where former contras gen-
erally are sensitive about di i
violations of the country’t

past
neqtnhty 1aws forbidding all military

activity. : :
) The World War [1-vintage DC-3 was
" painted with Cansdian markings and
serial number when it crashed, accords
ing to Coets Rican police. ;

Indiana-
polis, confirmed in an interview that
the federal government took ‘
of the plane from Branch in July,
1988, because the craft had allegedly ‘
been used in drug deals. e
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